[Perinatal cytomegalovirus infection in preterm infants].
To study the incidence of perinatal cytomegalovirus infection in neonates admitted to our hospital in the last three years, as well as the mode of transmission, serologic and microbiologic data, and the clinical outcome of these infants. We performed a retrospective study by reviewing the medical records of neonates with a diagnosis of cytomegalovirus infection. Twenty-four neonates received this diagnosis. Of these, 21 (85 %) were premature infants with a birthweight of less than 1500 gr, representing 6 % of all neonates with this birthweight hospitalized during the study period. The percentage of transfusion and breastfeeding was high (87 % and 91 %, respectively) and consequently the route of transmission could not be identified. Nine neonates (34 %) presented associated hepatic dysfunction and three (12 %) developed severe disease requiring antiviral treatment. Perinatal cytomegalovirus infection is frequent in preterm infants and may be serious. It is important to detect cytomegalovirus infections and to develop preventive methods.